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MEETING OF THE ARIZONA 
STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 
APRIL 13, 2012 

 
 
 
Board Members Present: 
Gregory A. Waite, DDS, President 
Scott W. Morrison, DDS, Vice President 
Laurie A. Buckles, RDH 
Gary M. Gradke, DDS 
Robert H. Foster, DDS 
Michael R. Hauer, DDS 
D. Benjamin Whiting, DDS 
Mr. Charles E. Jackson 
Marilyn J. McClain, RDH 
 
Board Members Absent: 
Mr. Jason D. Farnsworth 
Mr. Joshua Greer 
 
Staff Present: 
Ms. Elaine Hugunin, Executive Director 
Ms. Nancy Chambers, Deputy Director 
Ms. Mary Williams, Assistant Attorney General 
Ms. Terry Bialostosky, Investigations Supervisor 
Ms. Sherrie Biggs, Licensure Manager 
Ms. Yvonne Barron, Program/Project Specialist 
Ms. Jaclyn Warren, Legal Administrator 
Ms. Monica Crowley, Legal Assistant 
Ms. Nancy Elia, Licensure Administrator 
 
NOTICE: 
 
Roll Call votes are recorded and provided as an attachment to these minutes pursuant to A.R.S. §32-
3205 which reads “If a disciplinary action requires a vote of Board members, the health professional 
regulatory Board shall conduct that vote by roll call. The Board shall maintain a record of each member’s 
vote.  This section does not prohibit a Board from using a Consent Agenda.” 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Agenda Item No. 1 - Call to Order and Introductions 
 
Dr. Waite called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and welcomed new Board member, Marilyn McClain.  
 
Agenda Item No. 2 – Public Comment on Cases 
 
BM spoke on behalf of complainant JW about case no. 201100223-ED. 
 
Complainant GY was present and spoke about case no. 201100201-ED.  
 
Complainant GW was present and spoke about case no. 201100231-ED.  
 
Complainant VY was present and spoke about case no. 201100232-ED.  
 
Complainant DC was present and spoke about case no. 201100252-ED.  
 
Complainant TK was present and spoke about case no. 201100212-ED.  
 
Complainant AS was present and spoke about case no. 201100200. 
 
JG spoke on behalf of complainant VG about case no. 201100250. 
 
Complainant DK was present and spoke about case no. 201200007. 
 
Agenda Item No. 3 - President’s Report  
  

A. VACANT 
 

Agenda Item No. 4 - Executive Director’s Report    
 

A. Summary of current events that affect the Arizona State Board of Dental Examiners. 
 

Nothing was stated.  
 

B. VACANT 
 

C. Board interim appointment of hygienist to serve on the WREB Hygiene Exam Board.  
 
Dir. Hugunin stated that Sharalyn Mikolajczyk, RDH is being appointed on an interim 
basis to serve on the WREB hygiene exam board. Once Ms. McClain becomes oriented 
as a Board member she can be appointed to replace the interim appointment.   
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Ms. Buckles, the Board voted to ISSUE an 
interim order for Sharalyn Mikolajczyk, RDH to serve on the WREB Hygiene Exam Board. 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

D. VACANT 
 

E. Review, discussion, and possible action regarding delegation of authority to Executive 
Director to enter into confidential stipulation agreements with licensees  for substance 
abuse treatment and monitoring.  
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Dir. Hugunin requested the Board proactively consider authorizing the Executive Director 
to enter into confidential stipulation agreements with licensees for substance abuse 
treatment and monitoring when the new legislation goes into effect.  This is consistent 
with the confidential monitoring program and in line with other regulatory boards who also 
have such programs. 
 
Ms. Buckles requested that staff provide numbers at future meetings. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Whiting, the Board voted to ALLOW the 
Executive Director to enter into confidential stipulation agreements with licensees for 
substance abuse treatment and monitoring. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

F. Dr. Hong Xia (Case #: 201100072) – Review, discussion and possible action regarding 
proposed amendment to Consent Agreement.  
 
Jeffrey Tonner was present on behalf of Dr. Xia. 
 
Mr. Tonner requested the Board amend the original Board Order. He explained that Dr. 
Xia is a general dentist and in 2011 she was working for Small Smiles Dental Center in 
Tucson. Dr. Xia had issues so a pediatric dentist was hired to assist with a remedial 
program which was approved by the Board. The three components consisted of going 
back to dental school for 52 hours of continuing education, taking a multiday course (both 
completed in three months), and hiring a practice management consultant who would 
perform audits. In February 2012, the parent company of Small Smiles closed the 
practice. Dr. Xia has moved to California and does not have a job. She is not sure if she’ll 
get one in pediatrics or in Arizona. Mr. Tonner suggested the Board drop the audit 
requirement. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to WAIVE the part 
of the Board Order that calls for an audit. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
There was much discussion amongst the Board regarding the previous vote. 
 
Upon MOTION Dr. Waite, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to VACATE the 
previous vote. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to WAIVE the 
stipulation in the Consent Agreement to eliminate the audits. Dr. Foster and Mr. Jackson 
OPPOSED. MOTION PASSED. 
 

G. Dr. Vincent G. Colosimo (Case #: 201000149) - Review, discussion and possible action 
regarding reinstatement of his dental license. 
 
Dr. Colosimo was present and stated in 2010 he entered into a plea agreement with the 
Federal Government and was sent to jail for 15 months. None of his patients were 
affected. He is requesting his license be reinstated. He is on supervised release for four 
years and is planning on practicing again in Arizona. He had previous licenses in 
Pennsylvania and Nevada. His conviction was for trafficking drugs but admitted to 
recreational use. Dr. Gradke recommended an evaluation be done by Dr. Sucher before 
a license can be granted.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Gradke, second by Ms. Buckles, the Board voted to TABLE 
pending an evaluation by Dr. Sucher. Dr. Waite OPPOSED. MOTION PASSED.  
 



ARIZONA STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 
APRIL 13, 2012   
PAGE 4 
 

H. VACANT 
 

I. Five Year Rule Review Report – Arizona Administrative Code Title 4, Chapter 11, Articles 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, & 10. 
 
Dir. Hugunin stated the Board has submitted its five year rule review report for Articles 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 (Dentists, Dental Hygienists, Dental Assistants, Denturists, Restricted 
Permits, and Dental Technicians) to the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council and will 
appear on GRRC’s June agenda.   
 

J. Review and discussion regarding the Executive Director Complaint Terminations. 
 

Dir. Hugunin stated the Board’s additional material contains the number of Executive 
Director Terminations since the last Board meeting. Of the 28 listed, 7 appealed, 14 have 
not appealed and 7 still have time in which to appeal.  

 
Agenda Item No. 5 - Assistant Attorney General’s Report for Board Direction & Possible 
Action 

A. Administrative Appeals 
 

Ms. Williams stated there have not been any new appeals since February. Of the 
following cases, the first two are in the Superior Court and the last case is being briefed.  
 
i. Nishith S. Shah, D.M.D. v. ASBDE  (Case 201100032) (Court Case LC2011-000735) 
 
ii. Jack I Lipton, D.M.D. v. ASBDE (Case 201000254 & 201100259) (Court Case 

LC2011-000713)  
 

iii. Rosalyn D. Keith, D.D.S. v. ASBDE (Case 270098) Appeal of superior court’s 
decision affirming Board order. 

 
Agenda Item No. 6 – Personnel Issues 
 

A. VACANT 
 
Agenda Item No. 7 – Request for Action on Licensure by Examination – Consent Agenda  

 
A. Thanhha T. Pham, DDS – Disclosure of disciplinary actions in WA and OR 

 
Dr. Pham was present and stated she made a mistake and regrets it. She requested the 
Board grant her license.   
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Whiting, the Board voted to GRANT 
licensure. Dr. Gradke OPPOSED. MOTION PASSED.  

 
Agenda Item No. 8 – Request for Action on Licensure by Credential 

 
A. Dr. Shawn Martin Keller - Board approved exam; Disclosure of malpractice action and 

disciplinary action in WA 
 
Dr. Keller was present but declined to comment. Dr. Morrison had concerns with the 
amount of issues in the Data Bank which include incompetence and negligence. Dr. 
Keller stated that after spending multiple appointments trying to fix the problem, the 
patient decided to go elsewhere. Dr. Morrison and Dr. Gradke had concerns about the 
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quality of care. Dr. Keller responded these were done when he was younger and he has 
had more hands-on continuing education and practice since then.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Waite, the Board voted to GRANT 
licensure. Dr. Foster, Dr. Hauer, Dr. Gradke, and Mr. Jackson OPPOSED. MOTION 
PASSED.  
 

B. Dr. Soo Bin Kim - Board approved exam; Disclosure of disciplinary action in TX 
 
Dr. Kim was present and stated he complied with the Texas Board and his continuing 
education will be completed this year. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to GRANT 
licensure. Dr. Gradke OPPOSED. MOTION PASSED.  
 

C. Dr. George Thomas Marks - 1968 IL State exam prior to a regional  
 
Dr. Marks was present and stated he has been doing general dentistry for 42 years and 
just moved to Arizona. Dr. Gradke asked if he has been working in Sun City and Dr. 
Marks responded he has not because he just moved here one year ago and is still getting 
settled.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to GRANT 
licensure. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

D. Angela Kay McCulloch, RDH - Board approved exam; Disclosure of misdemeanor and 
felony offense as a juvenile. 
 
Ms. McCulloch was present and stated when she was 14 she brought marijuana to 
school and was convicted of a felony. She admitted it was “dumb” and has not done 
anything since.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Gradke, second by Ms. Buckles, the Board voted to GRANT 
licensure. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

E. Dr. Donald Edward McNamara - 1983 IN State exam prior to a regional 
 
No one was present to address the Board. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Gradke, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to GRANT 
licensure. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
Agenda Item No. 9 – Request for Action on Licensure by Credential – Clinical Examination taken 
more than five years ago 
 

A. VACANT 
 
Agenda Item No. 10 – Request for Action on Licensure by Credential – Clinical Examination taken 
less than five years ago 
 

A. VACANT 
 

Agenda Item No. 11 – Request for Action on Application(s) for Renewal of License 
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A. VACANT 
 
ACTION ON CASES 
 
Agenda Item No. 12A VACANT 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The following items were pulled from the Consent Agenda either at the request of a Board Member or by 
the public. These items will be discussed individually: 
 
Cases pulled from the Consent Agenda 
 
Agenda Item No. 14A Case No. 201100200 Dr. Ryan D. Cullinan 
Agenda Item No. 15D Case No. 201100241 Dr. Michael Brian Muscato 
Agenda Item No. 15E Case No. 201100242 Dr. Jonathan George Lovell 
Agenda Item No. 15F Case No. 201100249 Dr. Massoud Eftekhari 
Agenda Item No. 15G Case No. 201100250 Dr. Luke J. Jacobsen 
Agenda Item No. 17B Case No. 201200017 Dr. David Kloss 
 
Cases ADJUDICATED: 
 
Nothing was pulled. Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to ISSUE a 
Letter of Concern for the following cases on the Consent Agenda. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 15A Case No. 201100198 Dr. Ernest Franklin Delmoe 

Stating Dr. Delmoe should document all conditions 
present including open and short margins. 
 

Agenda Item No. 15B Case No. 201100211 Dr. Erica El-Annan 
Stating Dr. El-Annan should not amend treatment 
records subsequent to additional patient treatment. 
 

Agenda Item No. 15C Case No. 201100235 Dr. Ryan T. Stanger 
Stating complete documentation of all endodontic 
tests should be made in the treatment notes.  

 
Agenda Item No. 15H Case No. 201200015 Dr. Lee R. Raddatz 

Stating Dr. Raddatz cannot self-prescribe by writing, 
authorizing or ordering refills for medications outside 
the scope of dentistry.  

 
Agenda Item No. 15I Case No. 201200016 Dr. Ralph L. Juriansz 

Stating Dr. Juriansz should not prescribe controlled 
substances without a valid DEA registration. 

 
Agenda Item No. 15J Case No. 201200043 Dr. Marshall B. Golan 

Stating Dr. Golan should ensure the patient records 
include all prescription and dispensing information 
and prescribe only within the scope of the practice of 
dentistry. 

 



ARIZONA STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 
APRIL 13, 2012   
PAGE 7 
 
Nothing was pulled. Upon MOTION Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Whiting, the Board voted to ACCEPT the 
Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreements on the following case on the Consent Agenda. MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 16A Case No. 201100157 Dr. Nathan W. Smith 

Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreement 
 
Agenda Item No. 16B Case No. 201100185 Dr. Tonya L. Phillips 

Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreement 
 

Agenda Item No. 16C Case No. 201100206 Dr. Kenneth A. Magri 
Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreement 

 
Agenda Item No. 16D Case No. 201100220 Dr. Tushara L. Gunatilaka 

Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreement 
 

Agenda Item No. 16E Case No. 201100221 Dr. Charles A. Loschiavo 
Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreement 

 
Agenda Item No. 16F Case No. 201200007 Dr. Steven T. Nguyen 

Non-Disciplinary Consent Agreement 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to TERMINATE the following 
cases on the Consent Agenda. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 17A Case No. 201200006 Dr. Ronald E. Ward 
     Terminate – Per patient letter 
 
Agenda Item No. 17C Case No. 201200020 Dr. Bradley T. Hammond 
     Terminate – Per patient letter 
 
Nothing was pulled. Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to FORWARD 
the following cases on the Consent Agenda to a Formal Interview. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 18A Case No. 201100089 Dr. Jaleh Keyhani 
     Formal Interview 
 
Agenda Item No. 18B Case No. 201100239 Dr. Frank M. Nelson 
     Formal Interview 
 
Agenda Item No. 19 – Approval of Consultants and Examiners – Consent Agenda 
 

Nothing was pulled. Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to 
APPROVE the following evaluator. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
A. Dr. J. Brent Sanders - Anesthesia Evaluator 

 
Agenda Item No. 20 – Approval of Minutes – Consent Agenda 
 

Nothing was pulled. Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to 
APPROVE the following minutes. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
A. February 3, 2012 - Board Meeting Minutes 
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Agenda Item No. 13A Case No. 201000301 
 Dr. Brent Tyler Robison 
 
Jeffrey Tonner, attorney for Dr. Robison, was present but requested to comment only if necessary. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Gradke, the Board voted to REMAND this case to a Formal 
Hearing. Dr. Whiting RECUSED. MOTION PASSED.  
 
Agenda Item No. 14A Case No. 201100200  
 Dr. Ryan D. Cullinan 
 
Dr. Cullinan and attorney, Ed Gaines, were present. 
 
Ed Gaines stated that Dr. Cullinan worked with a general dentist at the same location for a little over a 
year. The other doctor referred a patient to Dr. Cullinan for wisdom teeth extraction. Dr. Cullinan has 
never had this issue before but he has learned that he needs to diagnose and document why the wisdom 
teeth needed to ne extracted. He is now taking post operative x-rays and is also giving his patients the 
option of going to an oral surgeon. Mr. Gaines admitted that this case had many complications and the 
documentation was poor so they are willing to do a new consent agreement.  
 
There was much discussion amongst the Board about the standard of care. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Gradke, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to REJECT the Consent 
Agreement and FORWARD this case to a formal interview. MOTION WITHDRAWN. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Gradke, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to MODIFY the Consent Agreement 
to include Continuing Education - 6 hours of diagnosis & treatment planning of impacted teeth, 3 hours of 
anatomy of the head and neck area specifically concerning the nerve blocks, and 4 hours of 
pharmacology in local anesthesia in a dental school setting, 4 hours in risk management, Restriction of 
his practice for removal of impacted teeth pending his completion of the Continuing Education and 
Restitution to the patient with one year to complete.  Dr. Whiting and Dr. Waite OPPOSED. MOTION 
PASSED. 
 
Agenda Item No. 17B Case No. 201200017  
 Dr. David Kloss 
 
Dr. Hauer pulled this case due to concerns of the undocumented broken file. Dr. Morrison agreed and 
added that this is more of a risk management issue than quality of care.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to IMPOSE Non-Disciplinary 
Continuing Education - 4 hours in the area of Risk Management with 6 months to complete. Whiting 
OPPOSED, MOTION PASSED.  

 
Agenda Item No. 21A Case No. 201100201-ED  
 Dr. Ernest Franklin Delmoe      
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21B Case No. 201100204-ED  
 Dr. Jason C. Campbell 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Gradke, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Agenda Item No. 21C Case No. 201100205-ED  
 Dr. Ronald D. Walker 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Whiting, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21D Case No. 201100208-ED  
 Dr. Richard M. Freimuth 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive Director 
Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21E Case No. 201100212-ED  
 Dr. Nathan W. Smith 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21F Case No. 201100215-ED  
 Dr. John H. Upton 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive Director 
Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21G Case No. 201100223-ED  
 Dr. Maureen M. Toal      
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive Director 
Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21H Case No. 201100231-ED  
 Dr. Gregory J. Mikszta 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Morrison, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21I Case No. 201100232-ED  
 Dr. Stan Lavell Covington 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive Director 
Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21J Case No. 201100234-ED  
 Dr. Pouria Owtad 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Hauer, second by Dr. Whiting, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Agenda Item No. 21K Case No. 201100248-ED  
 Dr. Diana A. Batoon 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Foster, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive Director 
Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Agenda Item No. 21L Case No. 201100252-ED  
 Dr. Brown Harris III 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Gradke, second by Mr. Jackson, the Board voted to APPROVE the Executive 
Director Termination. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
   
Agenda Item No. 15D Case No. 201100241  
 Dr. Michael Brian Muscato 
 
Dr. Waite stated that he pulled this case because it does not require a letter of concern.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Waite, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to DISMISS this case. MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
Agenda Item No. 15E Case No. 201100242 Dr. Jonathan George Lovell 
 
Dr. Waite stated that he pulled this case because it does not require a letter of concern.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Waite, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to DISMISS this case. MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Agenda Item No. 15F Case No. 201100249 Dr. Massoud Eftekhari 
 
Dr. Waite stated that he pulled this case because it does not require a letter of concern.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Waite, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to DISMISS this case. Ms. Buckles and 
Dr. Morrison OPPOSED. MOTION PASSED.  
 
Agenda Item No. 15G Case No. 201100250 Dr. Luke J. Jacobsen 
 
Dr. Waite stated that he pulled this case because it does not require a letter of concern.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Waite, second by Dr. Whiting, the Board voted to DISMISS this case. Ms. Buckles 
OPPOSED. MOTION PASSED.  
 
Agenda Item No. 22 – COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Complaint Rules Committee – Scott Morrison, DDS 
 
i. Review, discussion and possible action regarding recommendations of the Complaint 

Rules Committee for revisions to Arizona Administrative Code Title 4, Chapter 11, 
Article 15. 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to APPROVE 
the committee’s rule changes. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

ii. Review, discussion and possible action regarding staff recommendations for 
revisions to Arizona Administrative Code, Title 4, Chapter 11, Article 1.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Gradke, the Board voted to 
APPROVE the committee’s rule changes. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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iii. Review, discussion and possible action regarding opening a docket and forwarding 
proposed rules to the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to OPEN a 
docket and FORWARD the proposed rules to the Governor’s Regulatory Review 
Council. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Anesthesia Committee – Gary Gradke, DDS 
 

Review, discussion and possible action regarding recommendations of the Anesthesia 
Committee for revisions to Arizona Administrative Code Title 4, Chapter 11, Articles 1 
and 13; Review discussion and possible action regarding opening a docket and 
forwarding proposed rules to the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council. 

 
Jose Ortiz represents the Arizona Association of Nursing Anesthetist. He stated the 
proposed rules impose more hiring restrictions on CRNA’s than the current state laws. 
There is no need for two-tiered permits for different types of anesthesia providers. These 
proposed rules will restrict their practice. According to the rules they cannot do 
anesthesia without a dental anesthesiologist or physician anesthesiologist present. 
Currently, they can practice under the supervision of the dentist. Dr. Gradke responded 
that the dentists who have had very little anesthesia training are not capable of 
supervising CRNA’s. Mr. Ortiz stated they practice in many facilities without direct 
supervision of an anesthesiologist which state law allows. There are no studies that state 
they are less safe than anesthesiologists. They collaborate with the surgeon who is 
providing the care in hospitals and offices. Ms. Buckles stated this is more to protect the 
public and not to curtail the CRNA’s.  
 
Rodney Moffett of the Arizona Association of Nursing Anesthetist stated that there is 
nothing in statute that says CRNA’s have to be supervised. When different levels of 
permits are proposed, it sets precedence for dental anesthesiologists. The dentist needs 
no anesthesia for credentials. However, that dentist is then restricted. It’s not a safety 
issue, it is a practice issue.  
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Waite, second by Dr. Hauer, the Board voted to ACCEPT the 
recommendation, OPEN a docket and FORWARD the proposed rules to the Governor’s 
Regulatory Review Council. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. Dental Hygiene Committee – Laurie Buckles, RDH 
 
i. Upon recommendation of the Dental Hygiene Committee, the Board may consider 

recognizing the Local Anesthesia and Nitrous Oxide coursework from Carrington 
College - Mesa, AZ 
 
Upon MOTION by Ms. Buckles, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to ACCEPT 
recognizing the Local Anesthesia and Nitrous Oxide coursework from Carrington 
College in Mesa, AZ. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
ii. Discussion and possible action regarding the Dental Hygiene Committee’s 

recommendation to amend the Dental Practice Act to add credentialing for Dental 
Hygienist Local Anesthesia/Nitrous Certification and to separate the certification into  
two parts, Local Anesthesia Certification and Nitrous Oxide Certification.  
 
Upon MOTION by Ms. Buckles, second by Dr. Foster the Board voted to TABLE this 
agenda item until the June meeting. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Agenda Item No. 23 – Members of the Public 
 

VACANT 
 

Agenda Item No. 24 – Future Agenda Items 
  

VACANT 
 

Agenda Item No. 25 – Next Meeting Dates 
 

June 1, 2012 
 
Agenda Item No. 26 – Adjournment 
 
Upon MOTION by Dr. Morrison, second by Dr. Foster, the Board voted to ADJOURN the Board meeting. 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Dr. Waite adjourned the meeting at 10:28 AM. 
 
Minutes APPROVED at the June 1, 2012 Board Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Elaine Hugunin, Executive Director 
 


